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remarriage. It is not difficult to understand how reluctant a woman would naturally be thus to have a sharer in her husband's affection; and perhaps it is impossible for Europeans to understand her ever consenting to, much less wishing for, such a state of things. The desire, however, for male issue, indeed the absolute necessity for a son, either born or adopted, is so overpowering that it is not so unusual a thing as might at first be supposed, for a woman, at all and any risk to her own personal happiness or position in the family, to strongly desire her husband to seek out another suitable spouse and bring her to his home. Still, notwithstanding all this, it is comparatively an unusual thing for a Hindu, especially among the higher castes, to have more wives than one. Amongst the non-caste people we do now and then meet with cases where a man is living with more than one wife. It may be that one important deterrent to polygamy is the very great expense connected with an orthodox Hindu marriage. The cost is such that once in a lifetime is enough to hang a load of debt around the poor man's neck for the greater part of his natural existence.
Amongst nearly all Hindus there is a peculiar idea in the matter of degrees of relationships within which marriage is desirable, and amongst the Vaisyas the carrying out of this idea has become an imperative necessity; whilst most other castes think it so desirable as to be worth a great effort to carry it into effect. I allude to what is called amongst the Telugu people menarikam, which means that a youth should marry his mother's brother's daughter, and a girl should marry her father's sister's son, Failing such relationships the choice is left free, that is free within the proper limits of caste and sect. Much trouble is sometimes caused in the Christian Church by the hold this idea has upon the minds of the people, for sometimes 13